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Welcome

We would like to welcome you to our Annual General Meeting to inform you of our
organisation’s vision and growth from 2017 to 2018.
SALCO encourages you to find out more about a series of projects, services and events
and to become an active member of the organisation and be part of the decision making
and future planning of the organisation services for the Spanish Speaking Community.
We would like to acknowledge those who have assisted on the journey of SALCO’s
success in roles such as Committee members, staff and volunteers.
And a great thanks to the Department of Family and Community Services for their
continuing support.

CORE VALUES:
SERVE
Serve with respect and compassion
EMPOWER
Help without encouraging
dependency.
Commit to the development of the
next generation of Spanish speakers
and descendants .
CELEBRATE
Honour the many cultures of origin
but build one society.
PARTNER
Collaborate with those serving
Spanish speaking communities and
share our knowledge and expertise.
Involve volunteers at every level of
the organization

3

Management Committee

Role of the Management Committee
The Committee has the responsibility for the oversight of SALCO and provides strategic advice,
oversights governance and supports the operations of the organisation.

PRESIDENT: Andrew Craig
VICE PRESIDENT: Alberto Navarrete
CURRENT MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

SECRETARY: Claudia Moreno
TREASURER: Carmen Reed
PUBLIC OFFICER: Beatriz Ogunbona
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Father John Pickering
Dora Bracamonte
Hernan Flores
Cindy Guevara
Estela Guevara

FORMER ELECTED MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

Alba Rosa

(C)

PRESIDENT: Alberto Navarrete
SECRETARY: Claudia Moreno
THE

Dora
N TREASURER:
EIGHBORHOO
D 2Bracamonte
016 • THENEIGHBORHOOD.COM
ASSISTANT TREASURER: Carmen Reed
PUBLIC OFFICER: Carmen Reed
COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Father John Pickering
Andrew Craig
Hernan Flores
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About SALCO

Spanish and Latinamerican Community Organization
SALCO is an independent non for profit community organisation, which works
with members of the Spanish speaking and Multicultural Community.

Our Vision
SALCO's vision is to strengthen the Spanish speaking community.
We envision a cohesive and diverse community where all people
are valued and empowered to participate and contribute to the
health and prosperity of the Illawarra.

Our Mission
Our mission is to develop and empower the Spanish speaking
community to thrive at home and in the community, by affirming and
preserving the cultural heritage, providing an umbrella for services
and by advocating for participation in the larger community.
Creating opportunities for advancement and building bridges that
unite and strengthen us all.

Objectives
a. To build cultural harmony and wellbeing through contributing to a society that values
intercultural understanding and utilises its cultural richness to benefit society as a whole
b. To develop a spirit of unity and cooperation among Spanish and Multicultural Latin American
communities and to promote social inclusion, diversity, and community harmony.
c. To promote greater community awareness and understanding of the diversity of Spanish and
Multicultural Latin American communities.
d. To advocate for the rights of Spanish and Multicultural Latin American communities and to
support their effective access to information, services, and support.
e. To provide benevolent services and assistance to people in necessitous circumstances.
f. To provide support services to children, young people, families, and older people that
promote their health, well-being, community participation, social inclusion, education, and
economic prosperity.
g. To establish educational services and activities that maintain, promote, and celebrate
Spanish and Multicultural Latin American cultures and languages.
h. To facilitate the involvement and participation of Spanish and Multicultural Latin American
communities in wider civic and community activities.
i. To support other organisations to work effectively and inclusively with Spanish and
Multicultural Latin American communities.
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Previous minutes
MINUTES FOR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SPANISH AND LATINAMERICAN COMMUNITY
ORGANISATION
Date: Friday 20th October 2017 Time: 6:00 pm

Place: Wollongong Senior Citizen Centre

Management Committee Members: Alberto Navarrete, Claudia Moreno, Carmen Reed, Andrew Craig,
Dora Bracamonte,
Father John Pickering, Hernan Flores
Staff: Bertha Quiros, Solange Pontigo
Attendees: Beatriz Ogunbona, Cindy Guevara, Estela Guevara, Alba Rosa, Raquel Canga.
Apologies: Isabel and Jose Espinoza
Minutes from previous meeting: The minutes from the AGM dated 25/10/2016 were accepted.
Moved by Alberto Navarrete Seconded by Carmen Reed.
President’s Report: Mr Navarrete presented an overview of the challenges Salco faced and the
achievements during 2017. He also thanked the Department of Family and Community Services (FaCS)
for their financial support, the staff, committee members and volunteers for all their support.
Financial Report: Assistant treasurer Carmen Reed presented the audited report for the year ending 30th
June 2017.
-An Income and Expenditure statement consolidated was presented for Salco and the Hall.
-Salco will issue one report showing only FaCS funding.
-Auditor’s report was mentioned. Committee members agreed to continue with the audit services of KH
Accounting and Financial Group PTY LTD.
-Carmen will ask Tina (current bookkeeper) to prepare a budget, to control SALCO’s expenditure.
Moved by: Alberto Navarrete Seconded by: Father John Pickering
Worker’s Report:
-Solange discussed in general her duties and responsibilities during the 2017 year. It was a really busy
period especially with the Fe de Vidas from January to March. Carmen supported Solange as there were
many members requesting the service.
-Moving to the new premises (The Wollongong Senior Citizen Centre) has been really good.
-There is a concern that with the FaCS funding SALCO won’t be able to keep helping the aged Spanish
community.
- Bertha mentioned the benefits of being on the new premises for the people who hires the hall and for
SALCO.
- The offices, the bathrooms, and the kitchen will be renovated in the middle of next year 2018.
-MCCI took over the men’s group and will start running it again on the 8 Nov 2017 9.30-2.30pm.
- Uniting Care, school holidays, soccer clinic, Warrawong plaza festival, Noche cultural, 13th Latin
American film festival were successful events that showed SALCO's support for the Spanish and Latin
American community.
6

Continue previous minutes

General:
-Carmen presented the amended and approved SALCO’s constitution to be officially accepted at the
AGM.
Moved by: Carmen Reed Seconded by: Andrew Craig
-On the 14th Nov 2017 a meeting with FaCS will be held to discuss the specifics of the new funding
plan for SALCO.
-Carmen suggested SALCO should pay someone to search for other funding (insurance required)
-Bertha suggested SALCO should work on getting volunteers.
-Estela gave the idea to help young students with subjects (tutoring)
-Bertha suggested cooking classes for the youth and single parents.
-Solange suggested that for the next meeting, members bring ideas of what SALCO can do to get
extra funding to keep supporting the Spanish-speaking community.
Management committee Election 2018
- President: Andrew Craig
- Vice-President: Alberto Navarrete
- Treasurer: Carmen Reed
- Secretary: Claudia Moreno
- Public Officer: Beatriz Ogunbona
Committee members:
- Father John Pickering
- Estela Guevara
- Cindy Guevara
- Dora Bracamonte
- Alba Rosa
- Hernan Flores
Moved by: Alberto Navarrete Seconded by: Claudia Moreno
2018 SALCO’s ordinary meetings to be held on Thursdays at 5pm. First date of meeting to be
confirmed.
Meeting closed: 7:00 pm Minute taker: Claudia Moreno
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President Report

As my name suggests, I am predominantly of Celtic-Anglo heritage. However, the
members of the SALCO committee elected me president at last year’s AGM. This
act reflects the welcoming and inclusive spirit of SALCO, which for over 20 years has
been working with communities across the Illawarra.
This last year has been somewhat different to previous years. In addition to the
various cultural activities and events hosted by SALCO, 2018 has been a
transformative year, with considerable work in preparing for major changes to funding
obligations, and a major effort to strengthen our governance processes.
Thanks particularly to Bertha and Solange for their on-going efforts in developing a
transition plan which will allow SALCO to take advantage of the opportunities that will
arise from the changes to funding commitments scheduled for 2020. In developing
the transition plan, Bertha and Solange have been dedicated and creative, and have
nurtured fruitful, consultative relationships with staff from the Department of Family
and Community Services.
Over the last twelve months, Claudia and Beatriz have worked tirelessly and
professionally in finalising SALCO’s constitution and policies. The SALCO committee
is greatly indebted to Claudia and Beatriz; they have given a gift not only to the
current committee but to future committees.
The opening of the 2018 Latin American Film Festival was particularly inspiring,
bringing together people from across the Illawarra to learn about, enjoy and celebrate
Latin America. I would like to personally thank Bertha and the many volunteers who
made the night, and the whole festival, a great success. The attendance of local
members from all levels of government, and Eduardo Martinez Curiel from the
Mexican Embassy was an endorsement of the important role that SALCO plays in
contributing to the cultural well-being of communities throughout the Illawarra and
beyond.
I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Bertha, Solange, the members of the
management committee and all our volunteers.

Andrew Craig
President
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Financial Report
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Community Worker Report
As always, it is a pleasure to present to you my workers report for 2018. This report reflects some of the
achievements and challenges I have faced during this time.
In my role as a community worker, I have continued to provide assistance and referral to members of the
Spanish Speaking Community, with each case been treated individually, with the attention, professionalism
and respect, that each of our clients deserve. I have worked in partnership with MCCI running the Spanish
Speaking carers group. This program was cancelled mid-year due to funding termination. I have also
assisted the Spanish-speaking residents residing at the Elanora residential care in Shellharbour.
There has been an increase of services recorded this year between Wollongong and Warrawong offices.
A large number of clients have been referred to SALCO by other government agencies such as local
Centrelink branches, Centrelink International and Housing Department to name just a few. SALCO’s
reputation has reached people outside our perimeters. We have received referrals from Sydney and other
states through our website.
The organisation for a number of years has continue to provide its services at the Warrawong Community
Center. This particular service is of great importance to local clients because of its location and easy
access. The outreach centre continue to operate every Wednesday from 12:00pm to 3:00pm. During this
year, one of my responsibilities has been the overall administration and general affairs of the organisation,
task always conducted in a prompt and professional manner. Funding reports were prepared and sent
within required times frames, always working in conjunction with my co-worker Bertha Quiros. Part of the
role was also to assist the organisation’s bookkeeper, following the process of issuing cheques and
payments on a regular basis. I have also supported my co-worker Bertha Quiros with the organisation of
events and projects.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our clients and their families, members of the community at
large and specially the 2018 management committee for their wonderful work and support. Our current
president, Andrew Craig, has been a great asset to the organisation and I personally thank you for your
time and efforts. 2018 has been a rewarding and successfully year and the projection of the year 2019
should be even a more fruitful year.
I would also like to give my condolences to the families who have lost their loved ones. Many of those
have been my clients for many years and I am deeply sorry to see them go.
Due to funding body requirements. 2019 will be a year of many changes for the organisation. We’ll be
working hard to comply with the new TEI program, fitting in with the new reform. I have total faith in our
working team and I am looking forward to new times ahead.
To finalize my report. I would like to thank my co-worker Bertha for her professionalism and commitment
throughout the present year. I would also like to congratulate her for her excellent working achievements;
the sixth Illawarra Spanish Latinamerican Festival (ISLAF) this year continued to raise SALCO’s profile to
the broader community of the Illawarra. Some days are very challenging in this organisation and having a
supportive, creative and positive colleague on the other side of the room makes a world of difference. Two
heads think better than one! Gracias Bertita.
Solange Pontigo
Community Worker
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Community Development Officer Report

I am delighted to see that another successful year goes through, working alongside with Solange forming a
strong team of dedicated staff who not only take the work seriously but also ensure we are held to account for
all decisions. In large part, this is due to our focus on being truly part of our organisation and feeling that we
have a ‘say’ in all aspects of the operations.
One of the highlights this year was the Latin American Film Festival being held for the 5th year in partnership
with the Latin American Embassies in Canberra. We had the honour to have as guests for the official festival
opening: Deputy Wollongong Lord Mayor, Gordon Bradbery OAM, introduced by SALCO’s President Mr
Andrew Craig, followed by Minister Eduardo Martinez Curiel, Deputy Head of Mission Embassy of Mexico in
Australia, Ms Sharon Bird MP for Cunningham, Mr Paul Scully MP for Wollongong and Mr Stephen Jones MP
for Shellharbour, Community leaders and members. With entertainment provided by Victor Valdez a virtuoso
Mexican harpist, a walking encyclopedia of Latin music past and present who has redefined the harp as a solo
and lead instrument in a multitude of musical contexts. Followed by the screening of “Good Day Ramon” with
an attendance of approximately 98 people viewers.
The festival continued for 3 days with a total 14 films free of charge with a total number of audience
participation during the four days of screening of 630 people a great increased of viewers from 480 on 2017.
Also the introduction of a children cultural program, where they learned about language, culture, cooking,
dancing and all aspects of Hispanic culture including the differences between Spain and Latin America,
geography and history. This project is to continue on a weekly regular basis to educate school age children
from K- year 10.
This year has also brought us tears and sorrows, having several members of our community departing due to
illness or old age; we paid our respect to those community members and their families for their loss, knowing
that they will always be missed, as they were an important part of our community.
I would like to pay mention of the Board who continue to donate many hours of their time in order to provide
much appreciated wisdom, guidance and advice. The Board led by our elected President Andrew Craig and
the executive committee team has made an incredible change on the working structure of the organisation
through their support and co-ordination of the administrative side of the organisation. In addition, I thank them
all for their continued smiles on their faces, despite our many challenges and interruptions to their time.
The coming 12 months looks as though it will bring even more changes than the past year. We look forward to
the challenges and opportunities - and to continue sharing our culture with the broader community; building
long lasting bonds, networks and relationships over the year.
I would like to thank all the members of the Management Committee for their commitment, support, advice
and endless hard work, To my colleague Solange Pontigo , thank you so much for your excellent work, your
kind and generous disposition, your commitment to the people of the community and your humour, all of which
makes working with you so satisfying and so much fun and thank you to our supporters and volunteers,
without all this people we wouldn't be able to continue offering our services year after year.
Finally, I would like to say thank the Department of Family & Community Services for their financial support
and guidance during 2017-2018.
Bertha Quiros
Community Development Officer
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Services, Projects & Events

SALCO provides a series of services of information, referral and community development.
We provide important information to members of our community whom on arrival from their home countries
, encounter cultural challenges ; connecting them with services to facilitate their integration into the
Australian community.
This includes:
Information & Referral in areas such as: Education, Health, Housing, Social Security,
Social problems or problems related language, Practical support.
Provide support to established groups within the community.
Establish common interest groups.
Identify community needs.
Organize activities of community interest.
Services are free and confidential.
(Funded by: Department of Family and Community Services.)

UNION Y AMISTAD LADIES GROUP

Union y Amistad is the name of the Spanish speaking ladies group, which meets on a weekly basis at the
Community Hall at Stockland Shellharbour shopping centre.
The group offers a range of activities designed by and for women, including craft and art workshops, social
events, outings and physical activities. Including programs of self development and empowering.
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Highlights of 2018

CHILDREN OUR PRIORITY
Running cultural programs for children, language, cooking, soccker, arts craft, geography, dancing.
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Partnership project with 14 Latin American Embassies
from Canberra and Gala Cinema
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CONVERSATIONAL SPANISH
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Address:

Phone:
Email:
Web:

192 Gipps Road
Gwynneville NSW 2500
PO Box 2170
Gwynneville NSW 2520
02 42440362
admin@salco.org.au
admin@salco.ngo.org.au
www.salco.org.au

ABN 49 127 878 055

Funded by FACs
Department of Family & Community Services

